  Israel’s Primitive Observances 
Of the Many Significant Occasions that Ancient Israel Would Have Observed Before the Giving of the Law at Mt. Sinai, Few If Any Would Have Marked Events Originally Occurring During Daylight Hours.
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Many unusual milestone events punctuated the history of the Children of Israel as they emerged as a nation, from the time of Abram’s first call, to the Covenant of Promise and physical fulfillment of that Promise, when they entered into the Promised Land and became establishment as a nation. 
We’re all familiar with their having left Egypt “By night”, as the passage in Deuteronomy 16:1 clearly explains, but are we familiar with the fact that a very large number of those significant events in Israel’s pre-history all took place during the night time?  Actually, there was very little in Israel’s developmental history that occurred in, or was related to any daytime hour. Nearly everything they would have looked to, if they chose to com-memorate it, would have been an event that had occurred during night-time hours.
The following list, though perhaps not all inclusive, gives many of those significant events the peoples of Israel very likely would have looked to as their founding historical milestones.

● The Abrahamic Promise was given at night: 
Genesis 15:5

● The Promise Oath was given the following night: 
Genesis 15:17

● Lot fled Sodom during the night: 
Genesis 19:2

● Jacob Covenanted with Laban at night: 
Genesis 31:54

● Jacob dreamed of his and his nations greatness during the night: Genesis 37:5 & 9

● Jacob wrestled with God all night: 
Genesis 32:24

● The first Passover was observed at night: Ex.12: 
8 & 42, De.16:6 & 7, Num.9:11, Lev.23:5,
and perpetually thereafter at night

● Pharaoh released Israel between midnight and 
dawn: Exodus 12:31 
● The Exodus began and was largely underway 
during the following night: Numbers 33:3

● Israel escaped across the Red Sea during the 
night: Exodus 14:20 & 24

● Manna fell each day during the night: 
Numbers 11:9

● The Sabbath was observed beginning at dusk: 
Leviticus 23:32

● The ‘new moon’ was identified as night began to 
start each month: 1Sam. 20:5

(Not only these, but their New Testament counter-parts, for example, the New Covenant being formally introduced at night (during Passover). Jesus was born at night, etc.)

A Well-Established Pattern
We can see in the pattern of these many events that when something of significance was to be entered into, such as making a covenant, the participants chose the early evening hours as the time in which to do it.   Both God and men did the same!

All of these were night-time observances. If Israel had chosen to recognize their importance, and commemorate any of them in any way, they would have done so associating them with that time of the day (night time) in which they first took place. In fact, two of these did become annual Observances: the Passover, and the ‘Night to be Much Observed’ Both being observed annually, at night!  Biblical-ly, the ‘Night to be Much Observed’ is identified first as being the anniversary of the Abrahamic Promise-Oath, perhaps the most solemn occasion in their original Holyday calendar. (Ex. 12:41-42).   This important date occurs twice again in their national history. Besides being the same evening as the beginning of the Exodus, it also factored-in again as they formally took possession of the Promised Land, by waiting to first eat of its abundance on this ‘selfsame day’: the ‘Night to be Much Observed’, the ‘morrow after the Passover’. (Jos. 5:11 and Num. 33:3).

(Incidentally, New Testament events occurred on this same night again, being the first day after the veil was torn in the Temple, providing direct access to us into the Holy of Holies, also being the start of the 24-hour day beginning Christ’s entombment.)

Why This Matters
Here’s what’s important about this. Those who advocate that Joshua 5:11-12 illustrates a properly observed ‘wave sheaf’ need to consider why it was that a people oriented to always remembering or commemorating important historical events that occurred at night, would suddenly, on a date that was already in their Holyday calendar as being a night-time observance, would suddenly, on this occasion, begin offering a ‘wave sheaf offering’, for the very first time, at a new time of day, a time of day at which they had never before observed anything?  In fact, fifteen hours into the day! This, if true, would have been the first occasion they would have observed anything commemorating any historical event relating to their national history during daytime!

Why would they suddenly change here, without a blip of mention?

Where does God instruct them as to a time of day to offer their wave sheaf offering?

If they were to offer a wave sheaf offering, here for the first time, what would cause them to wait until the day was fifteen hours old, rather than to offer it at dusk just as that day was beginning?  It wouldn’t have taken all that long to select, cut and wave a sheaf of the grain.  Certainly not as long as killing, roasting and eating their Paschal Lambs at the corresponding time of day every year.
If the ‘morrow after the Passover’ in Numbers 33:3 means 24 hours after Passover evening, then why doesn’t it mean the same thing when the same expression is repeated in Joshua 5:11?  Isn’t it equally plausible to consider that Israel began eating of the abundance of the Land of Canaan in those first early hours beginning the fifteenth day of the first month, as to see them as having WAITED another 15 or so hours into the mid-morning of the fifteenth, when there was no precedent for doing such a thing in their entire history up to that point in time!

What renders the plausible impossible is the fixation many have with this Joshua 5 event as being ‘wave sheaf’ dependent, when, rather, it should be seen for the obvious connection to the “on-time” fulfillment of the Abrahamic Promise, made on the ‘Night to be Much Observed’: That original one, the one 430 years prior to the Exodus: The one in which the prophecy of the Exodus was first made!
If it is true, that they began eating in the beginning hours of the fifteenth, the ‘morrow after the Pass-over’, on what we know as the “Night to be Much Observed’, then obviously, a ‘wave sheaf’ offering prerequisite is well out of this picture.

This observance of theirs, then, would commemo-rate their having left Egypt exactly forty years before, and the Abrahamic Promise-Oath, having been made exactly four hundred thirty years before that!  We complicate our thinking un-necessarily by interjecting a wave sheaf requirement into this particular narrative in Joshua 5:11.
The key identity component in this Joshua 5 mention of their first eating of the produce of the Promised Land is ‘the selfsame day’!   That self-same day was the fortieth anniversary of their having left Egypt, which itself occurred on the anniversary of God’s confirming the Covenant by Oath with Abraham not far from where they were, there near Jericho.                                             Ω
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